
  
 
 

   
 

Long Term Plan 

Year 1 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Our Place in Space 

 

Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots 

 

We’re All Going on a Summer Holiday 

 

Enquiry Question: 
Why do we travel in space? 

Enquiry Question: 
Where does our food come from? 

Enquiry Question: 
How has the seaside evolved over time? 
 

Core texts: 
Whatever Next – Jill Murphy (journey story) 
Beegu – Alexis Deacon (journey story) 
Earth biscuits recipe (instructions) 
Alien invasion (recount) 
 
Aliens Love Underpants – Claire Freedman 
Here Come the Aliens - Colin McNaughton 
Here We Are – Oliver Jeffers 
Look Up – Nathan Bryon 

Core texts: 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea – Judith Kerr 
(persuasion text, information) 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle 
(persuasion text) 
The Little Red Hen (wishing story) 
Jack and the Beanstalk (defeating the monster) 
 
The Tiny Seed – Eric Carle 
Jasper’s Beanstalk  
 

Core texts: 
The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson 
(journey story) 
The Blue Whale (nonfiction text) 
The Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister (tale of 
fear) 
The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch – David 
Armitage and Ronda Armitage (losing tale) 
The Singing Mermaid – Julia Donaldson 
(warning tale) 
Somebody Swallowed Stanley – Sarah 
Roberts (letter writing) 
 
Little Turtle and the Song of the Sea – 
Sheridan Cain 
Commotion in the Ocean – Giles Andreae 
 

Educational visits/visitors and community 
projects:   
This term we will have a visit from a planetarium to 
encourage the children’s thinking about what is in 
space. We will plan a stargazing evening with 
parents/carers to raise money for the homeless 
shelter and foodbank linked to our PSHE and 
thinking about our community. During this term an 
alien invasion will take place in the school grounds!

Educational visits/visitors and community 
projects:  
We will have a visit from a representative for the Co-
Op to learn about healthy foods and make fruit 
kebabs. We will also design and make a healthy fruit 
salad as well as tasting different fruits and 
vegetables. We will visit Sacrewell Farm for the day 
to see the animals and the working mill. 

 

Educational visits/visitors and community 
projects:  
A day at the beach! For our WOW day this term 
we will be bringing the beach to Meadowside. 
The children will dress up in summer clothes 
and participate in a range of seaside activities.   
 



  
 
 

   
 

As Readers we will be reading different texts to 
help emerge ourselves into our topic. We will be 
listening to and discussing a range of poems and 
stories. We will be using our phonic knowledge to 
decode words and familiarise ourselves with new 
topic words by discussing their meaning.  

As Readers we will enjoy stories with predictable 
and patterned endings including some traditional 
tales. We will continue to apply phonic knowledge to 
decode words and will be reading with increasing 
fluency and accuracy. We will work on reading 
longer texts and develop our comprehension skills. 
 

As Readers we will emerge ourselves in a 
range of both fiction and non-fiction texts. We 
will explore the books above as well as non-
fiction texts about Victorian seaside’s and Grace 
Darling. We will be participating in discussions 
about what we have read and demonstrating 
our understanding of the texts.  
 
 

As writers we will develop our sentence writing 
skills, learning to use capital letters and full stops 
correctly. We will also learn how to write captions, 
labels and write questions. We will develop our 
knowledge of rhyming words and write our own 
poems including an acrostic. We will be using our 
imaginations to retell stories and improve our writing 
by using adjectives to describe. We will write a 
recount based on the exciting alien invasion that 
happened in Year 1!  
 

As Writers we will continue to improve our sentence 
writing skills by adding conjunctions and using 
punctuation correctly. We will create a letter to 
persuade the Hungry Caterpillar to eat healthier and 
retell the story with a focus on Days of the week. 
Story maps will be created to support our story 
telling skills. We will write character descriptions, 
invitations and an information text about tigers.  

As Writers we will continue to map stories and 
retell them. We will build upon our sentence 
writing by continuing to focus on including 
conjunctions to extend our sentences and 
adding adjectives to improve them. We will be 
learning about prefixes and suffixes this term as 
well as the spelling rules for changing words to 
plural. We will write a persuasive letter to 
encourage people to reduce plastic waste. 
We will sequence our sentences to form short 
narratives and begin to write for longer periods 
independently.  

In Phonics this term we will be consolidating our 
knowledge of set 1 sounds and begin to teach set 
2 sounds. We will work on developing our 
blending skills by encouraging ‘Fred in your head’ 
blending to develop fluency.  
 
We will begin to learn how to spell the Year 1 
common exception words and the spelling rules 
for changing words to plural 

In Phonics we will revisit set 2 sounds and begin 
to teach set 3 sounds. We will expose the children 
to more multisyllabic words. 
 
 
We will continue to learn how to spell the Year 1 
common exception words and the days of the 
week. 

In Phonics we will continue to teach set 3 
sounds, revisit sets of sounds where needed 
and teach the additional sounds alongside 
alternative spellings for sounds. We will be 
developing our understanding of different 
vocabulary.  
 
We will revise the Year 1 common exception 
words and begin spelling words with the prefix 
un and suffixes er, est, ed and ing.  
 



  
 
 

   
 

As confident individuals (basic skills) we will 
develop our letter formation through the Kinetic 
Letters programme. We will work on developing a 
high standard of presentation when completing 
work.  
 
As Meadowside representatives (school values) 
We will be learning the rules of the classroom and 
showing respect to both adults and our peers. We 
will encourage the children to take on more 
responsibility in the classroom.  
 
As British citizens (British Values) we will be 
promoting the importance of democracy. We will 
learn to take responsibility for our own choices. We 
will vote for our peers to represent us. 
 
 

As confident individuals (basic skills) we will 
continue to develop our letter formation through the 
Kinetic Letters programme but focusing on letter 
families and capital letters. We will develop our 
independence as learners.  
 
As Meadowside representatives (school values) 
we will be reflecting on our learning and how we 
are as individuals. We will be able to discuss this 
with both adults and our peers. 
 
As British citizens (British Values) we will be 
focusing on the British Value of Individual Liberty. 
We will be learning to voice views in lessons in an 
appropriate manner.  

As confident individuals (basic skills) we 
will be using a variety of resources to help us 
with our research. We will be learning how to 
use these resources such as atlases and the 
internet to find information which will support 
our learning. 
 
As Meadowside representatives (school 
values) we will be promoting the personal 
value of resilience. We will be developing our 
‘keep trying’ attitude as activities get trickier in 
preparation for Year 2. 
 
As British citizens (British Values) we will be 
focusing on the British value of Democracy, 
looking into equality and acknowledging that 
everyone is equal. We will be discussing our 
responsibilities in preparation for Year 2. 
 

As Mathematicians we will begin by counting, 
comparing and ordering numbers to 10 and then 
20.  We will move onto number bonds then solving 
word problems. 
We will be very busy developing our understanding 
of numbers up to 20, focusing on writing, ordering 
and identifying number patterns.  
We will introduce the vocabulary of addition and 
subtraction involving numbers 1 to 10 as well as 
solving picture problems. 
 

As Mathematicians this term we will be counting, 
writing, comparing and ordering numbers to 20. We 
will be building on from our addition knowledge of 
working with numbers within 20. We will learn what 
subtraction means and begin to solve different 
problems.  
We will introduce different shapes and discuss 
patterns as well as practically exploring length and 
height. We will measure and compare length and 
height using both our body parts and a ruler. 
 

As Mathematicians we will be learning about 
half and quarter fractions, grouping and 
sharing equally, and numbers to 100. 
We will be learning to tell the time to the hour 
and half hour as well as learning about British 
money. 
We will then explore volume and capacity. We 
will compare and find mass as well as explore 
space. We will describe positions and 
movement using the correct mathematical 
vocabulary. 
Finally, we will review what we have learnt in 
Year 1 so we are ready to build on these skills 
in Year 2. 
 



  
 
 

   
 

As Scientists we will be learning all about the 
human body and the five senses through a range 
of activities. We will name and label body parts and 
some parts of the human skeleton. We will begin to 
look at seasons and weather including seasonal 
changes.  

As Scientists we will continue to observe 
seasonal changes around the school grounds and 
discuss the differences with our peers.  We will 
begin to learn about healthy living and how we can 
contribute to a healthy lifestyle. This term we will 
learn about the different food groups and the 
importance of a balanced diet and incorporating 
exercise.   
 
We will be identifying and naming common wild 
and garden plants including evergreen and 
deciduous trees. We will learn about the basic 
structure of flowers and trees as well as learning 
about their functions.  

As Scientists we will explore materials and 
categorise the different types. We will 
investigate what objects are made from and 
describe their texture using scientific 
vocabulary.  
We will then be identifying and naming a 
variety of common animals including, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
We will learn about different animals, their 
habitat, their diet and what they look like.   
We will learn about animals that we may come 
across in this country but also explore some 
animals that are native to different parts of the 
world with a little help from David 
Attenborough.  
 

As historians we will be learning about famous 
astronauts including Neil Armstrong and Tim 
Peake, exploring their different experiences and 
journeys into space. We will also learn about the 
Race to Space by using a timeline to put the 
significant events and dates in order. We will 
encourage questioning to deepen our knowledge.  
 

As historians we will learn about Jethro Tull and 
the impact he had on the agricultural revolution. 
We will learn about his invention, the seed drill 
and the impact it had on farming. We will discuss 
how his invention led to farmers growing crops and 
producing food much easier and quicker. We will 
also learn about significant figures in our lifetime 
King Charles III and Queen Elizabeth the II. 
 

As historians we will be exploring the seaside 
and how the seaside has changed over time. 
We will learn about the shipwreck of 
Forfarshire in 1838 and how a young Grace 
Darling saved nine people. 
 

As Geographers we will be learning about Planet 
Earth and the seven continents. We will use maps, 
atlases and globes to locate and name the 
continents and the United Kingdom. We will use 
satellite images to identify places within our local 
community such as the town of Burton Latimer and 
our school.  
 

As Geographers, we will explore the similarities 
and differences between cities, towns and villages. 
We will learn basic geographical vocabulary and use 
this to describe the human and physical features 
of locations. We will learn how land can be used in 
different ways, specifically in relation to farming. We 
will continue to use maps, atlases, globes and 
satellite images to learn about the continents. 
 

As Geographers we will review our learning of 
the world so far including the seven continents 
and The United Kingdom. We will then learn 
about the world’s oceans and compare a 
European and non-European seaside by 
identifying their physical and human features. 
We will develop our fieldwork skills by 
studying the geography of our school and local 
area. We will continue to develop of knowledge 
of weather and seasons. 



  
 
 

   
 

As Artists we will be creating our own space art 
whilst developing our drawing and painting skills. 
We will be introducing colour mixing to show how 
primary colours can be mixed to make secondary 
colours. We will also be making shades and tints of 
colours. We will then move onto working in the 
style of artists such as Wassily Kandinsky and 
Van Gogh, taking inspiration from and using their 
techniques to create artwork.   
 

As Artists we will continue to develop our drawing 
skills by creating observational drawings of food. 
We will use fruit and vegetables to print with and tie 
dye materials using natural dyes. We will learn 
about the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo and 
work in the style of him by making fruit faces. 
 

As Artists we will continue to develop a range 
of artistic skills this term such as drawing, 
painting, collage and sculpture. 
Andrew Goldsworthy will be our focus artist 
this term. We will be looking at his masterpiece 
sculptures with natural resources.  
We will create artwork linked to our topic and 
to finish the year we will create a 
collaborative sculpture.  
 

As Designers we will design and make a 
mechanical structure of a moon buggy with 
wheels and axles to link with our space topic. The 
children will evaluate what went well and what 
could be improved. 
 

As Designers we will create our own fruit salad. We 
will design, make and evaluate our food product. 
This will include using tools safely to prepare food. 
We will use natural dye to tie dye textiles. We will 
bake our own bread rolls and learn about where the 
food in our ingredients come from.  
 

As Designers we will design and make two 
types of puppets; felt and split-pin moving 
puppets. The children will act out a modern 
‘Punch and Judy’ puppet show. 
 
 

In Music will start the Year 1 Charanga scheme 
and sing songs with our friends. We will develop 
our Glockenspiel skills. We will listen to a range 
of songs and classify music into different genres.  
 

In Music we will be using our voices creatively to 
sing songs, rhymes and act out parts for our 
‘Being Healthy’ assembly. We will learn how to 
play music on the Glockenspiel to accompany our 
‘Bread is Baking’ song.  
 

In Music we will consolidate our learning by 
creating our own music and performing it to 
our friends. We will plan what instruments we 
want to include and work as part of a team to 
learn a song from Charanga.  
 

In RE we will learn about the Christian family and 
read different bible stories. We will discuss the 
stories together and think about the messages 
behind each one. We will look at religious 
celebrations including the Christmas story.   
 

In RE we will be learning about Islam and family 
traditions. We will continue to learn about 
Christianity.  
 

In RE we will discuss what makes a place 
special. We will talk about somewhere that is 
special to ourselves and why. We will learn 
about the special meaning of some places for 
different religions. We will encourage 
discussion about thoughts and feelings we 
may have in a church. 
 
  

In Computing we will start our computing scheme 
of work through Purple Mash and learn about the 
importance of online safety. We will explore 

In Computing this term we will be developing our 
typing skills on the ChromeBooks and consolidate 
our knowledge of directions using the maze 

In Computing we will develop our coding 
skills as well as moving on to learning how to 
use spreadsheets. We will continue to learn 



  
 
 

   
 

grouping and sorting programmes as well as 
using pictograms to display data. We will learn 
about the importance of instructions in computing 
through our ‘Lego builders’ unit.  

explorer programmes. We will continue to learn 
about where to go for help and support when we 
have concerns about material on the internet or on 
our devices. We will learn how to create animated 
stories on the computer and begin our coding 
unit. 
 

how to keep ourselves safe online and 
explore technology in the wider world. 

In PE we will look at different games that can be 
played both inside and outside. We will promote the 
importance of participation as well as developing 
running, jumping, throwing and catching skills.  
We will also explore dance and move our bodies 
to music.  
 

In PE we will be learning how to use the apparatus 
in gymnastics. We practise our balancing skills 
and learn how to jump and land safely.  

In PE we will be practising our ball skills and 
learn how to be a good team player. We will be 
preparing for sports day. We will practise 
different races and build on the sports skills we 
already have. We will practise mastering basic 
movements including running, jumping, 
throwing and catching, as well as developing 
balance, agility and co-ordination.  
 

In PSHE we will focus on settling in to Year 1 and 
talking about friendships and what makes a good 
friend. We will talk about the wider world and 
discuss different occupations. 

In PSHE we will be focusing on health and well-
being, linking this with our Science topic. We will 
explore ways to keep our bodies healthy and 
discuss things that support good mental well-
being.  

In PSHE we will continue to focus on feelings 
and emotions and how to express 
ourselves. We will learn about looking after 
the environment and the impact of single use 
plastic. Our focus book will be Dear 
Greenpeace.  

 


